July 14, 2008
Dear Sir / Madam,
We are happy to inform you that we are conducting “Inter School Cultural Competitions” for the school children from Saturday, 9th August, 2008 to Sunday 14th September, 2008.
The details, rules and schedule of the competitions are attached along with the ‘Registration Format’.

We request you to kindly encourage and send as many children as possible from your esteemed School, to participate enthusiastically, in order to find out their hidden excellences in these fields.

A special award will be given to: 
1. The school getting maximum points depending upon the number and rank of prizes    won by its students; 
2. The School from which the maximum candidates participate.

Last date for registration:
For All Competitions   : 4th August, 2008
Kindly send the Registration forms which are duly filled along with the fees before the above mentioned date.
For further details and clarifications kindly contact us during office hours (9 am to 12 noon and 4 pm to 7 pm).

Expecting your co-operation,

With best wishes,

Yours in service,

Swami Veetabhayananda

     President
Encl : 3 
RAMAKRISHNA MATH, ULSOOR, BANGALORE – 8
SHEDULE OF INTER-SCHOOL CULTURAL COMPETITIONS
	Date
	Timings
	Competition
	Category
	Theme/Subject

	9th August, Saturday
	2:00 PM
	Fancy Dress
	Lkg / Ukg
	Indian Saints, Gods and Goddess

	 10th August, Sunday
	1:00 PM
	Fancy Dress
	1st / 2nd / 3rd   Std
	Indian Saints, Gods and Goddess

	16th August Saturday
	2:00 PM


	Painting
	4th / 5th / 6th / 7th Std


	“Your Home”


	
	
	
	8th / 9th / 10th Std


	“Ancient India’s Scientific Achievements” 


	17th August
Sunday
	1.00 Pm
	Essay writing
	8th / 9th / 10th  Std Kannada/Hindi/  English


	“Relevance of Chicago Address to Modern India”


	23rd August, Saturday


	2.00 P.M
	Gita Chanting
	4th / 5th / 6th / 7th Std


	3rd  Chapter



	31st August
Sunday
	1.00 PM
	Gita Chanting
	8th / 9th / 10th Std


	10th Chapter

	6th Sept, Saturday


	2:00 PM


	Recitation


	8th / 9th / 10th Std


	Selected portions from the lectures of Swami Vivekananda


	7th Sept, Sunday


	1:00 PM


	Quiz


	8th / 9th / 10th Std


	Life of Swami Vivekananda, Ramayana, Mahabharata,  History of Indian Freedom Struggles, Mathematics and Science Puzzles



	13th Sept, Saturday


	2:00 PM


	Recitation


	4th / 5th / 6th / 7th Std


	Selected portions from the lectures of Swami Vivekananda


	14th Sept, Sunday


	10.00 A.M


	Prize distribution ceremony




Note: Participation Certificate and Prizes will be given only on the Prize distribution ceremony. All are requested to come and collect their certificates and prizes without fail.
Ramakrishna Math, Ulsoor, Bangalore-8

Details for Cultural Competitions – 2008
Venue of the Competition: 
Ramakrishna Math,




Swami Vivekananda Road,





(Near Adarsha Theatre)





Ulsoor, Bangalore -8





2536 7878 / 2557 8900

General Rules:
· Registered participants ONLY are allowed to take part in competitions.  
· A student can participate in all competitions. 
· Registration has to be made for each competition separately.
· Entrance fees for each competition is Rs 15/- 
· Participation Certificate will be given to all Candidates for each competition
· Proxies will not be allowed. In case the participant fails to attend the competition, Math will not refund the entrance fees.

· Participants should come to the competition premises at least 15 minutes ahead of the scheduled time. 

· Math reserves the right to deny participation to candidates appearing late or if found misbehaving.

· Judges’ decision will be final.
· Last date for registration:   

     For All Competitions: 4th  August 2008
Specific Details:
1. Fancy Dress Competition

· The participant should bring all the fancy dress materials and make-up materials. 

· Theme for Fancy dress competition is ‘Indian Saints, Gods & Goddesses.’ 

· No accompanying music is allowed during the presentation.
2. Painting Competition

· Math will provide papers for painting 
· Duration of competition is 2 Hours 
· The candidate should bring colors and related painting material.
· The subject of painting for:

5th / 6th / 7th std. Students: “Your Home”
8th / 9th /10th std. Students: “Ancient India’s Scientific Achievements” 

3. Gita Chanting Competition

· Only solo chanting will be allowed. 

· Judges will ask any 10 shlokas from the chapter. 

·  For 4th / 5th / 6th / 7th Std: Complete Chapter 3rd  of Srimad Bhagvad Gita should be memorized.

· For 8th / 9th /10th Std:  Complete Chapter 10th of Srimad Bhagvad Gita should be memorized.

· No prompting will be allowed.

· Criteria  which will be considered while deciding the winners are:
· Pronunciation
 • Memorization  • Delivery

4. Essay Writing Competition

· Math will provide A4 size papers for essay writing 

· Duration of competition is 1 Hour.

· This competition is for 8th, 9th and 10th Standard students ONLY.
· Subject of the essay is “Relevance of Chicago Address to Modern India”

· The essay can be written in English / Hindi / Kannada.

· Size of the essay should not be more than 3 – 5 pages.

· Criteria considered while deciding the winners are:
• Subject Understanding   • Presentation   • Language • Handwriting 
· Reference Book: “Chicago Addresses” (available with our library / book shop) 
5. Quiz

· Each team will consist of TWO students only.

· The Subject matters are: 

a) Life of Swami Vivekananda b) Science and Mathematics’ puzzles  

c) Ramayana d) Mahabharata e) History of Indian Freedom struggles 

8. Recitation

· The content to be recited is enclosed herewith.

· Criteria that are considered while deciding the winners, are:

· Pronunciation
 •  Memorization
•  Presentation 
· Maximum students per class: 5 numbers.
Recitation Competition
( Subject for the Students of classes - 04th, 05th, 06th and 07th )
If there is any land on this earth that can lay claim to be the blessed sacred land … the land where humanity has attained its highest towards gentleness, towards generosity, towards purity, towards calmness, above all, the land of introspection and of spirituality – it is India.

The debt which the world owes to our Motherland is immense:

In religion, she has exerted a great influence on Christianity, as the very teachings of Christ would be traced back to those of Buddha. The same holds good with respect to sciences. India has given to antiquity the earliest physicians, and according to Sir William Hunter, She has even contributed to modern medical science by the discovery of various chemicals and by teaching you how to reform misshapen ears and noses. Even more it has done in mathematics, for algebra, geometry, astronomy, and the triumph of modern science – mixed mathematics – were all invented in India, just so much as the ten numerals, the very cornerstone of all present civilization, were discovered in India, and are in reality, Sanskrit words.

In philosophy we are even now head and shoulders above any other nation, as Schopenhauer, the great German philosopher has confessed. In music, India gave to the world her system of notation with the seven cardinal notes and the diatonic scale.. In philology, our Sanskrit language is now universally acknowledged to be the foundation of all European languages.

In manufacture, India was the first to make cotton and purple (dye), it was proficient in all works of jewelry, and the very word sugar, as well as the article itself, is the product of India. Lastly she has invented the game of chess and the cards and the dice. 

So great, in fact, was the superiority of India in every respect, that it drew to her borders the hungry cohorts of Europe, and thereby indirectly brought the discovery of America.

As I look back upon the history of my country, I don’t find in the whole world another country which has done so much for the improvement of the human mind. Therefore I have no words of condemnation for the nation. I tell them, you have done well; only try to do better.”

India will be raised, not with the power of the flesh, but with the power of the spirit; not with the flag of destruction, but with the flag of peace and love. One vision I see clear as life before me: that the ancient Mother has awakened once more, sitting on Her throne rejuvenated, more glorious than ever. Proclaim Her to all the world with the voice of peace and benediction.









--- Spoken by Swami Vivekananda

Recitation Competition
(Subject for the Students of classes 08th, 09th and 10th)
This national ship of ours, ye children of the Immortals, my countrymen, has been plying for ages, carrying civilization and enriching the whole world with its inestimable treasures. For scores of shining centuries this national ship of ours has been ferrying across the ocean of life, and has taken millions of souls to the other shore, beyond all misery. But today it may have sprung a leak and got damaged, through your own fault or whatever cause it matters not. What would you, who have placed yourselves in it, do now? Would you go about cursing it and quarrelling among yourselves! Would you not all unite together and put your best efforts to stop the holes? Let us all gladly give our hearts' blood to do this; and if we fail in the attempt, let us all sink and die together, with blessings and not curses on our lips.

The History of the world is the history of a few men who had faith in themselves. That faith calls out the divinity within. You can do anything. You fail only when you do not strive sufficiently to manifest infinite power. As soon has a man or nation loses faith, death comes.

Education is not the amount of information that is put into your brain and runs riot there, undigested, all your life. We must have life-building, man-making, character-making assimilation of ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and made them your life and character, you have more education than any man who has got by heart a whole library.

Bear in mind, my children that only cowards and those who are weak commit sin and tell lies. The brave are always moral. Try to be moral, try to be brave, and try to be sympathizing. Perfect sincerity, holiness, gigantic intellect, and an all-conquering will. Let only a handful of men work with these, and the whole world will be revolutionized.

Come, be men! Come out of your narrow holes and have a look abroad. India wants the sacrifice of at least a thousand of her young men and women. Calm and silent and steady work and no newspaper humbug, no name-making, you must always remember. Work hard. Be holy and pure and the fire will come.  This is the great fact: Strength is life, weakness is death. No great work can be achieved by humbug. It is through love, a passion for truth, and tremendous energy, that all undertakings are accomplished. Therefore, manifest your manhood.

The road to the Good is the roughest and steepest in the universe. It is a wonder that so many succeed no wonder that, so many fall. Character has to be established through a thousand stumbles. Every good thought that we send to the world without thinking of any return, will be stored up there and break one link in the chain, and make us purer and purer, until we become the purest of mortals.
Arise, awake, sleep no more; within each of you there is the power to remove all wants and all miseries. Believe this, and that power will be manifested. … If you can think that infinite power, infinite knowledge and indomitable energy lie within you, and if you can bring out that power, you also can become like me.

India will be raised, not with the power of the flesh, but with the power of the spirit; not with the flag of destruction, but with the flag of peace and love. One vision I see clear as life before me: that the ancient Mother has awakened once more, sitting on Her throne rejuvenated, more glorious than ever. Proclaim Her to all the world with the voice of peace and benediction. 
--- Spoken by Swami Vivekananda










